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Congratulations to Janelle Artis who graduated from 
York University with her Honors B.A. in anthropology with a 
minor in history. Janelle is thrilled to be graduating and hasn’t 
yet decided on the next steps on her career path.

Congratulations to Dan Benson who has graduated from 
Emmanual College with a Master of Theological Studies 
degree. At the spring convocation ceremony he received 
several awards for scholarship in Church History. His thesis 
was entitled: Beyond Paley’s Watch: Reconstructing a Horological 
History of the Church.

Congratulations to Michael Blair who was admitted 
as a minister in the United Church of Canada at Toronto 
Conference’s annual meeting in late May. Michael was 
originally ordained in the Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec after graduating from Wycliffe College, part of the 
Toronto School of Theology. He served a Baptist congregation 
in Toronto. Michael was raised in the Anglican Church in 
Jamaica. His formative ministry experience occurred in a 
Pentecostal congregation.    

Congratulations to Tommy Davies and Marc Walter  
who are graduating from the Primary Church School Class to 
the Junior Church School Class. Janelle Artis, who has taught 
the boys for four years in our Church School, is very proud  
of them.  

Catherine Elsdon has been accepted as a candidate for the 
ministry from Essex Presbytery. Catherine, who begins her 
theological studies at Emmanual College this fall, preached 
a thought provoking and confident sermon at our church on 
May 31. We look forward to hearing more from her.

Randi Helmers and Rob Clutton have been very busy 
recently. They participated in some short cabaret type 
performances (“Black Hammer Suite” with John Millard 
and Happy Day, and “Singing Structures”) as part of the 

Luminato Festival on June 6 & 7 and 13 &14. As well, 
on June 5, 6 and 7, they performed in Brenda Muller’s 
(Ardeleana) Blue Bridge Festival of Music in Unionville. 
Then, from July 13 – Aug. 21, they’ll be rehearsing and 
performing in the Canadian musical, Colours In The Storm, 
about Tom Thomson, with the Festival Players, in Picton, 
Prince Edward County. Randi says they’ll be, “busy for the 
summer — doing what we love — how lucky!”

Heather Hilliard will be presenting her theatrical reading 
of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories at the Toronto Fringe 
Festival from July 4 to July 12 at the Palmerston Library 
Theatre. Performances are July 4 at 12:40 pm, July 5 at 5:25 
pm, July 6 at 2:20 pm, July 7 at 3:45 pm, July 8 at 4:00 
pm, July 9 at 2:05 pm, July 10 at 12:40 pm and July 12 
at 3:45 pm. Heather’s theatrical company is called Deodar 
Productions. Deodars are the native cedar trees of India where 
Heather grew up. As well, Kipling has a collection of short 
stories called Under the Deodar.  

Ruth Mechanicus was honoured at the McMichael Gallery 
in early May with the dedication of a musical performance to 
recognize her contribution in organizing Sunday concerts at 
the gallery. This is only one of Ruth’s many accomplishments, 
which most recently included her leading the formation  
of the ToGoGo Grannies group at BSUC in 2006, to  
support African Grandmothers through the Stephen  
Lewis Foundation. Ruth died on May 21 at the age of 83.  
(Gaye-Frances Alexander)

Ann Morwood began work in mid-May as the half-time 
minister at Beach United Church. This position will last 
from six to nine months as the congregation searches for a 
new minister. Ann has tried to retire several times but finds 
churches are still calling her and offering positions!

B L O O R P E O P L E
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Sailing along by Martha ter Kuile

Mission and Service Fund by Dianne Johnson

In the last few years, we have heard a lot of talk in church 
circles about discernment. It was a huge part of the 2006 

meeting of the General Council of the United Church of 
Canada, and will be again this summer. The basic insight 
is that while it is all very well for us to develop visions and 
mission statements and plans, a really critical part of any 
such process needs to be a sense of what God is calling us to. 
People who are modern, action-oriented, take-charge types are 
encouraged to slow down a bit and consider: we may know 
what we want, but what do we believe God is yearning for 
here? What is the Spirit trying to tell us? 

There are quite a few books on the topic, and more than 
one step-by-step guide to the ancient practice of discerning 
God’s will. Stephen Bryant writes, “Spiritual discernment 
makes operational our faith that an ever-present Guide…is 
present to lead us in the way of truth and love as individuals 

and congregations. It opens 
our sails as a church to 
the Spirit whose winds we 
believe are always blowing 
and will always move us 
closer to Christ, closer to 
one another and closer to 
the world that God wills.”

Yes. But. The thing is, 
we don’t want to be too glib 
about being able to do this. 
Like sailing, discernment takes patience and responsiveness 
and nerve as well as skill. You have to watch the water and the 
sky and the wind and the horizon as well as the boat.  

Blessings for a Spirit-filled summer!

Bloor Street Church continues to be a strong supporter 
of the Mission and Service Fund and was one of the 

“top ten” congregations in terms of contributions across the 
country in 2008.

On April 26, Rev. Darren Liepold, Fund Officer for M&S, 
delivered the sermon ”You’re the Witnesses” at our Sunday 
service. He also spoke about the many projects funded 
through M&S at a seminar after the service. He believes 
strongly that M&S is “who we are as a church”.

Members tend to link M&S with our work with partners 
around the world. However, the fund provides vital support 
to small but important ministries locally such as Georgina 

Island, Fred Victor Mission and the Massey Centre.
Bloor Street has also supported the United For Peace 

Fund which aimed to raise $2 million in churches across the 
country for projects promoting peace. Now in its second 
year, UFP has raised only a quarter of one million. This year 
advocacy campaigns have focused on Israel/Palestine, the 
Philippines and Columbia.

When the United Church collects donations for relief 
efforts, 100% of these funds go to the stated need. In 
comparison some high profile aid organizations forward as 
little as 30% of donations  received.

Martha ter Kuile Photo by Don Payne
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A Celebration of the BSUC Church School by Alydia Smith & the Church School Team

As a church school, we have modeled and lived out our 
Christian faith through:

1) worship: In December the Church School organized the 
Advent worship service. Each Church School class offered a  
piece of the worship service.

2) learning from one another: This year the Church School 
teachers gathered three times for a “Sunday School Teacher’s 
Class”. In these classes we looked ahead in the liturgical year,  
and learnt from each other so that we could better explore the 
main themes and teachings of the season with the children in  
our Church School.

3) sharing stories with one another: We have introduced a 
check-in time each Sunday, were we can learn about what is 
happening in each other’s lives.

4) praying and singing: Every Sunday we say a prayer together 
before breaking up into our Church School Classes.

5) breaking bread: We have had two Church School Parties 
this year, a Christmas Party, and a ‘John the Baptist’ party.   
Both parties included crafts, foods and games!

6) welcoming one another: We have welcomed new children, 
parents and volunteers into our church school family. We 
have also welcomed our new pen pals from Seoul Korea! We 
are especially grateful for the people who have volunteered on 
“Sunday School Teacher Class” Sundays, supplied for Church 

School Teachers, made cookie dough, collected pine cones, 
cleaned closets, shared ideas, come to Church School Parties, and 
all who have worked on making Bloor Street a welcoming place 
for people of all ages!

7) renewing our faith: Our dedicated Church School Teachers, 
and Church School Team have worked hard on helping our 
youth and children explore their faith in fun and engaging ways.

We are truly blessed to have such a faithful and dedicated 
Church School Program. Its continued success is dependent on 
the support of all the members in our community.

The Continuing Story of Obi by Mary Louise Work

Two years ago I told you that Obi, my now 5-year old Japanese bobtail cat with kitty HIV, had mastered the skill 
of flushing the toilet in my condo. Even after I installed a low flush model with a stiffer handle, she developed her 

very effective two-paw technique. Now Obi needs to work on her environmental consciousness.  
More recently she and I play baseball in the bathtub. I know what you’re thinking and you’re wrong. Neither one of us is 

immersed in water. Obi, the batter, sits on a little seat built into the tub ledge, and I, the pitcher, remain outside. I toss her a 
round plastic juice bottle cap, which makes a lovely whacking sound on the porcelain and thus is easily located for my next 
pitch. Frequently she bats it before it lands, as if lobbing a tennis ball out of the air before it hits the court. If I throw a low 
pitch, she scrabbles around on the seat to find it and scoops the cap back to me for another, better, try. 

A variation on this athletic theme for Obi is knocking the cap off one of the rubber suction cups on the bath mat, which 
hangs up in the tub. My job is to reposition the cap once it’s been knocked off. It’s not as much interactive fun as playing 
baseball with Obi — but a fun morning exercise routine nevertheless. Don’t you just love team sports? 

A note fromYouthonBloor  
by Shannon Neufeldt

Hello Youth! My maternity leave is wrapping up (I can hardly 
believe my baby Matthew is a year old) and I’m looking 
forward to hanging out with you at Youth on Bloor in the 
fall. There will be Sunday morning activities for everyone, 
12 years old and up, with the youth from Bloor St., Trinity 
St. Paul’s and Bathurst St. churches. Our starting date is 
September 13. We’ll also have other activities to explore 
spirituality and build relationships in the broader United 
Church and beyond. Possibilities include a weekend at Five 
Oaks, a national youth conference and other local events. 
Have a great summer and I’ll see you in September! 
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Have you ever felt disconnected from social justice 
initiatives at Bloor Street because you did not know 

much about them or how you could get involved? I have felt 
for some time that I was leaving too much of the work to the 
Social Justice Committee (who have been doing yeoman’s 
service on our behalf ) instead of finding out how social justice 
is conducted at Bloor Street (or within the larger United 
Church for that matter) and whether I could involve myself 
more. On the assumption that others might be in the same 
boat, I decided to start a conversation within the congregation 
on how we conduct local outreach and whether there are 
things we would like to change or add.  The conversation was 
kicked-off at a well attended meeting on Sunday March 22 
in the Upper Club Room. Some of the conversation centered 
on how we could keep ourselves better informed about what 
Bloor Street and the wider United Church was doing in 
this area. Other people shared examples of what individuals 
within the congregation were doing and how these people 

could be used as a resource. There were words of caution 
from a number of people about the perils of taking on a new 
issue or project when the congregation is stretched pretty thin 
on the issues and projects we already cover; however, if the 
congregation wanted to consider a new issue or project,  
I suggested the following possibilities: (1) involving ourselves 
locally in the work the Mental Health Commission of 
Canada, which is developing a mental health strategy for 
Canada; (2) involving ourselves locally in the work of the 
Ontario Government and local agencies in implementing 
the Government’s poverty reduction strategy “Breaking 
the Cycle”; or (3) involving ourselves locally in the work 
of the Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. I hope to continue this conversation in the 
future. If you would like to contact me about this discussion, 
please feel free to e-mail me at liztinker@sympatico.ca.  
Liz Tinker is the new Chair of the Social Justice Committee.  

Attending publicly funded schools is something that most 
students and their families take for granted in Canada. 

But in Guatemala public schools usually only go to grade six. 
A project supported by Bloor Street is in the second year of 
providing a middle school education in El Triunfo. This is 
the same community where the weavers live from Asociacion 
Maya, the women’s weaving cooperative that I work with. 
Currently there are 64 students in the school, six in grade 
nine, 30 in grade eight and 28 in grade seven. Without 
our help, most of these students would not be in school. 
On a afternoon in April, I arrived at the school to find the 
students sitting at their desks in the courtyard of the school. 
I had interrupted a music exam that was being written. I 
disappeared into the office with Edwin, the school’s director, 
and members of the community’s Consejo de Desarrollo 

Comunitario (Community Development Council) who 
oversee the school. We had a brief meeting to discuss progress 
at the school and possible plans for next year.  

After our meeting the students were finished their exams, 
so I was able to hand out scholarships of around $35 to each 
student to help pay for their books and supplies. As I was 
giving the scholarships, I was struck by how thankful the 
students were. Most did not take the envelope and run, but 
instead shook my hand and said a few words. Some even 
said thank you in English, greatly pleasing their English 
teacher who was sitting beside me. For next year, we joked, 
all students would have to speak to me in English to receive 
the money! You can see new photos online at www.flickr.com/
photos/29121052@N07/ and you can also receive updates on 
the project at www.twitter.com/schoolproject.

“Let’s Talk” about Local Outreach by Liz Tinker

Supporting Education in Guatemala by Ken McGuffin
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Film Picks by Bil l Davis

Film Picks continues on page 7

Most of us can remember the 
Academy Award winners: Milk, Doubt, 
Slumdog Millionaire, The Reader. 
These are all films worth seeing, now 
available on DVD. 

Milk  is the story of a real life gay 
leader, Harvey Milk, in the 1970s who 
managed to get elected to office in San 
Francisco. Sean Penn won an Oscar for 
his portrayal of the lead character and 
it was an impressive achievement. The 
film is interspersed with actual footage 
of the time, including Anita Bryant, 
that reminds us of the depth of the 
struggle and the cost of taking sides. 
Even though viewers know the ending, 
the film holds our attention. And as 
we celebrate the progress, we recall that 
Proposition 8 was passed in the State of 
California (banning gay marriage) about 
the same time as the film debuted. The 
sexual content is explicit and exploitive.

Doubt is a play that has been made 
into a movie. The cast is first rate. The 
scene is set in a Roman Catholic parish 
undergoing transition, The Mother 
Superior runs many things including 
the school. She is rigid and controlling 
and wise in her experience. As a woman 
she is without formal power in the 
structures of her church. Most of the 
sisters are older and “semi retired”. 
A young novitiate represents the 
audience. The young priest represents 

the intrusion of reality and change 
in the parish. We watch the power 
struggle through the young sister’s 
admiration for the Father and the 
Mother Superior. Things come to a boil 
when the one black student, ill at ease 
among the Irish Catholic classmates, 
is befriended by the priest. We detect 
signs the priest is gay. There is no 
proof of inappropriate conduct. The 
most compelling moment ironically 
comes from the boy’s mother. She was 
nominated as best supporting actress 
for a 5-minute truth telling that solves 
nothing but puts the dilemma in real 
life terms.

Slumdog Millionaire won many 
awards including best picture. It is 
definitely a “feel good” film, replete 
with a Bollywood finale. Out of the 
graphic crowding and poverty in the big 
Indian city emerges a bright naive youth 
who has acquired knowledge along the 
way to survival, sufficient to answer 
progressively more difficult questions  
on a popular TV program as he reaches 
for the huge prize.

The Reader is adopted from a novel 
and portrays the relationship between 
a German teenager and a female tram 
worker 15 years his senior. They are 
an unlikely match – he a professor’s 
bright son and she a lonely illiterate 
working person. Through coincidence a 
chance meeting develops into a mutual 
sexual relationship. Clearly for her the 
satisfaction has a lot to do with reading 
and through him the world of literature. 
Her life changes and she vanishes for a 

period of time only to reappear when 
he, as a law student, is observing a trial 
for war crimes. The curse of illiteracy 
and the failure to act responsibly mar 
both their lives. Kate Winslet deservedly 
won the best actress award for a 
brilliantly nuanced performance.  

There are many other films, which 
received less acclaim but were as good 
or better. I’ve Loved you for So Long is 
a French film about a released prisoner’s 
return to society. Kristen Scott Thomas, 
not even nominated for an Oscar, was 
hands down our choice as best actress. 
Rachel Getting Married, shot like 
wedding video on hand held camera, 
was a great study of one family member 
returning from rehab to participate in 
her sister’s wedding. More dysfunctional 
family material — but extraordinarily 
well done. Two excellent Canadian films 
— Amal, an Indian folk story about 
an illiterate rickshaw driver, reflects on 
the real values that lead to happiness, 
and The Necessities of Life, the story of 
an Inuit man brought to Montreal 50 
years ago to be treated for TB. The lead 
actor won the Genie for best actor in 
a Canadian film. Waltz with Bashir is 
a remarkable animated feature on the 
Israeli excursion into Lebanon in 1982 
and its effect on participating Israeli 
soldiers years later. This did win many 
animation film awards.    
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Quick Sketches
Happy Canada Day! Our July 1 holiday has only been called 

Canada Day since 1982. The holiday was established in 1879 
and was originally called Dominion Day. 

Church roof repairs. Did you notice scaffolding along the 
Huron St. side of the church during May? The roof was repaired 
in five places: along two sides of the tower, across the east side, 
and the west side (repairs chiefly to the eaves’ troughs and 
the roof adjoining them), and the roof over the Huron Street 
entrance. The work was completed in about 10 days. The leaks 
in the flat roof over the kitchen and offices was  mended with tar 
as there were significant leaks in the kitchen ceiling in February. 
Our new custodian, Karl Shuler, was able to do this repair 
himself. (Christine Mosser) 

Refuge Outreach has added another camper to the list of 
kids who will go to Lake Scugog Camp this summer. In April, 
we thought our list was complete, but one young camper from 
last year sent us a letter explaining why he wanted to return 
again. He is so eager to go to camp this summer that he planned 
carefully with his mom to find the money to pay for half of 
the camping fee. Twenty-five donors have helped us get about 
70 percent of the way to our goal. Donations can be made to 
BSUC with ROP Camp fund in the memo line of your cheque. 
Cheques may be dropped on the offering plate on Sundays or 
mailed to the church office. For more information, call Sue 
Kaiser at 416-599-0689.

Annual Congregational Meeting. A potluck supper and the 
second part of the annual congregational meeting was held on 
June 2. Copies of the 2008 Annual Report: Part 2: Programme 
and the audited financial statements are available at the 

Information Table on Sundays or from the church office. New 
Church Council members, confirmed at the meeting, are: Pat 
Clarke, Co-chair of Worship; Ron Kentner, Chair of Property; 
Pat McPhee/Mary Sanderson, Co-ordinators of Volunteers and 
Liz Tinker, Chair of Social Justice. 

Book Sale. The biannual Bloor St. book sale held on June 2 
earned over $1300 for the work of the Social Justice Committee. 
Over $300 was taken in prior to the sale from the sale of 
specialty books to a library and the sale of three rare old books 
which had been donated. Many hours of sorting and organizing 
books, magazines and recordings contributed to the success of 
the sale. Thanks to Dianne Johnson and her hard-working crew. 
And thanks to everyone who donated books.  

United for Peace Doves. Congratulations to the children 
from our Church School who raised $110 selling Peace Dove 
Cookies during conversation hour one Sunday in April. They 
helped to cut out the cookies shaped like doves, baked the 
cookies during the service and looked after the sales of cookies 
to the congregation. Our thanks to Suzanna Cermak, Sarah Pell 
and Alex Stewart for this initiative.

Electronic Good News on Bloor. Would you prefer to receive 
this newsletter by email rather than by Canada Post? You would 
save the church the cost of the printed copy and the cost of 
postage. Copies not picked up in McClure Hall on the Sunday 
when the new issue of Good News is available are mailed. If this 
interests you, please notify the editor at booksleuth28@gmail.
com. The electronic list is growing. Would you like to be added? 
Good News is also posted on the church’s website.   

Sin Nombre. This film weaves 
together the stories of two young people 
whose paths cross in tragic circumstances. 
A Mexican youth has joined a gang in 
Chiapas where the code requires strict 
loyalty and brutality. A poor Honduran 
family makes the desperate decision to 
try to cross the border to join relatives 
in the US. The flow of human traffic 
to the US border puts families and 

their belongings on trains passing 
through Mexico, where the Mexican 
gangs regularly plunder the helpless 
travelers. As a plundering is occurring the 
Mexican gang member, smarting from 
the murder of his forbidden girl friend 
by the gang leader, turns on the leader 
to prevent another abuse of a female 
passenger on the train roof. The power 
of the film is the desperation of all the 

principle characters. The drama unfolds 
and grips you to the very end. Will the 
family, or at least the main character, the 
daughter, navigate the border crossing? 
Can the young man, now traveling with 
the Hondurans escape the revenge of 
the gang? This is not for the squeamish 
viewer. In the process many borders are 
crossed and one can only cheer for and 
admire these powerless underdogs.    

Film Picks continued from page 6



Rummage Sale Donations  
by Dan Benson

Too much Stuff? Suffering from Junk Overload?  Need to get Feng-shui 
working in your house? The Bloor Street Rummage Sale is the answer 
to your prayers. Donating your gently-used surplus possessions will 
create space and peace at home, while contributing to BSUC’s mission 
of peace and justice in the world. The proceeds from Rummage Sales 
have been supporting community life and the many programs of our 
congregation for more than twenty years. Donations can be brought 
to the church during office hours or on Sundays. Items may be left 
in the bin marked “Rummage Sale” in the main office. Outside of 
office hours, items may be left just outside the church office door. NB: 
“gently-used” rummage-speak for used, but still working, charmingly 
nostalgic (but not obsolete), saleable (not direct-to-trash), and desirable 
(it’s likely someone will want to buy it – after all, you did!). Please, no 
clothing. We’ll also be looking for volunteers to host the sale (that’s a 
nice way of saying we need sales staff!). Speak to Dan Benson about 
participating or if you have questions about your donations!  
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C O M I N G  E V E N T S
  
 

Sunday, June 14 
Sunday School Picnic

Sundays in July  
Joint services with Trinity-St.Paul’s Church at Trinity-St.Paul’s

Sunday July 26 
Summer communion at TSP with Bloor St. Ministry Team

Sundays in August 
Joint services with Trinity-St.Paul’s at Bloor Street Church   

Sunday, September 6 
Congregational lunch follows the service

Friday, September 11 
Reel Activism 7:00pm

Sunday, September 13 
Church School begins

Sunday, September 27 
Speaker event hosted by Social Justice Cttee after the service

Sunday, October 4 
Congregational lunch following the service 
University Student Supper: Let’s Talk. . . 6:00 – 8:00pm

Friday, October 9 
Reel Activism 7:00pm

Saturday, October 17 
ToGoGo Grannies: Autumn Tea & Sale

Saturday, October 24 
Giant rummage sale 9:00-3:00 

Sunday, October 25 
Speaker event hosted by Social Justice Cttee after the service

Sunday, November 1  
Congregational lunch following the service 
University Student Supper: Let’s Talk. . . 6:00 – 8:00pm

Gigantic Savings

Fantastic Prices

Incredible Bargains

Tons of Great StuffBloor St. United Church
Corner of bloor st. & Hruon St.  

(West of St. George Subway Station)

www.bloorstreetunited.org

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24 
9 am – 3 pm



Emily Gordon recommends:
Soucoyant by David Chariandy. Chariandy is one of the 

professors in my department at Simon Fraser Univ. (and so of 
course I had to recommend it), but his novel is set in the GTA. 
It is a slim volume about memories, family and loss. Reading 
Soucoyant left me feeling there was something missing, but 
that seems just right for the subject.

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett. From the first sentence I knew 
the book would be incredible. The sentence 
is simple, balanced, seemingly factual but 
really far more suggestive (“When the lights 
went off the accompanist kissed her”). It took 
longer for my friend Nathan, who is not a 
dedicated reader, to be hooked – an entire 
two or three pages. He then started taking 

the book in to work to read over his lunch breaks. The book is 
about music, and terrorists, but a description of the plot could 
not do this book justice.

Irene Hunter suggests:
Along with the United Church Observer, I would strongly 

recommend Lawrence Hill’s The Book of Negroes, the story 
of a young African girl who is captured and 
sold into slavery  on a plantation in South 
Carolina. Her struggle to regain her freedom 
is long and difficult. You will learn history 
never taught to us in school. (See Dianne 

Johnson’s review for additional  

comments on this title.) 

Another rather harrowing story I found appealing is Mister 

Pip by Lloyd Jones. On a tropical island shattered by war, one 
eccentric white man chooses to stay behind with the natives 
and volunteers to teach the children. He uses Dickens’ novel, 
Great Expectations, and awakens in thirteen year old Matilda 
a life long love for the power of words and English literature. 

The Horseman’s Graves by Jacqueline 
Baker is an amazing first novel. Set in the 
Saskatchewan farmland of Sand Hills, she 
creates a community of German settlers 
caught between the superstitions of the old 
world and the realities of a harsh Canadian 

winter. Murder, miracles and strange family secrets are 
interwoven. Her many unique characters and regional dialect 
are authentic and appealing.

I have three new mystery writers to suggest. Camille 
Minichino produces fast paced plots, amusing characters and  
a portrait of an Italian American community. Each book 
features a murder revolving around a chemical element, 
(e.g. The Oxygen Murder). The author is a retired science 

professor. Canadian author Maureen 
Jennings uses late nineteenth century 
Toronto for the setting of her detective 
Murdock series. There is often an atmosphere 
of moral strictness which contrasts with the 
glittering society of Toronto’s mansions. 
Poor Murdock is frequently snubbed by the 

wealthy people he must investigate. In Journeyman to Grief 

the owner of a livery stable is found murdered and suspicion 
falls on his black stable hand. Finally, if you have not yet 
discovered Henning Mankell’s Inspector Wallander you are in 
for a treat. Such a dour and clever worry wart of a man! PBS is 
currently televising some of the series with Kenneth Branagh 

in the Wallander role. Good work, but I  
prefer the books, especially Sidetracked, 
Kennedy’s Brain and The Fifth Women.

In non-fiction I would recommend:  
Ronald Wright, What Is America?, 
Ian Borama, Murder in Amsterdam 

(the death of Theo Van Gogh and the limits of tolerance),
Arthur Motyer, The Staircase Letters with Elma Gerwin and 
Carol Shields, An Extraordinary Friendship at the End of 

Life and Victoria Glendening’s biography, Leonard Woolf.

Dianne Johnson recommends:
The Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett. What would 

happen if the Queen became an avid reader? Alan Bennett  
tells a witty tale of a throne threatened by 
literary pursuits of the monarch. Or so it 
appears to her staff, the Prime Minister, his 
ministers, and everyone committed to the 
status quo. A truly surprising ending makes 
this book of some 100 pages a rewarding read.

Summer Reading              for Enjoyment & Enlightenment



The Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill. Winner of CBC 

Canada Reads 2009, The Book Of Negroes examines the 

realities of slavery through the eyes of Aminata Diallo. She 

has been taught to read and write which is illegal for a slave, 

but this alters her life both as a slave, and a free woman. The 

narrative of Aminata’s harsh life of “freedom” in Nova Scotia 

and Sierra Leone describes a part of our history rarely studied. 

She ends her days in England, recruited to tell her story in the 

movement to abolish slavery. A novel filled with insights about 

slavery as it affects all members of society.

Sue Kaiser’s reviews in progress:

Common Wealth: Economics for a Crowded Planet  

by Jeffrey D. Sachs. This is a great book 

to help you keep focused on the “glass is 

half full” perspective when thinking about 

the challenges of global warming, mal-

distribution of wealth and the current 

economic crisis. Sachs does not skimp on 

outlining the severity of problems, but the book’s strength 

is in identifying the strategic approaches currently available 

to address these challenges. His perspective has helped me 

see hopeful trends in the multitude of “green” approaches 

and the sparks of youthful innovation fueled by passion for 

a just global future that shows up in local and international 

programs.   

For the Time Being by Annie Dillard. This is a book of 

observations grouped into themes: clouds, 

numbers, China, sand, birth, Israel, evil, ... 

Dillard appears to be looking at the world 

from “way up in the clouds” – rather a God-

like vantage point. At some points, the sheer 

wonder and power of humanity is evident. 

And in the next page, Dillard offers up other observations that 

disabuse us of thinking of ourselves as in any way important or 

meaningful. This is a challenging book, best approached when 

other distractions or worries are far away.

Val Lem recommends:

A volume in the Extraordinary Canadians series, Stephen 

Leacock by Margaret Macmillan, is a brief biography of the 

famed humourist and professor of economics who authored 

Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town and 

more than fifty other books. Canada’s Mark 

Twain, Leacock is most loved for his satirical 

humour but Macmillan also documents his 

academic pursuits. “As a public intellectual 

and commentator, he helped to define and 

debate the great questions facing his own time.” Many of these 

issues are still relevant today. 

Robertson Davies: Magician of Words by Nicholas 

Maes is the latest biography in The Quest Library. This is a 

good introduction to the life and work of 

this literary giant of Canadian literature. 

Maes develops his thesis that Davies’ work, 

especially his novels, draws heavily from the 

memories of places, people, and interests of 

Davies’ own life. It is a balanced work noting 

critical praise for Davies, yet also pointing out the complex 

nature of his novels.

Don Nicol recommends:

Summer – time to read and re-read books from my bookshelf. 
A couple of mysteries: The Return of the Dancing Master 

(Henning Mankell – televised on WNED’s 

Masterpiece Mystery) and Grotesque (Natsuo 

Kirino), a scathing critique of contemporary 

Japanese youth culture. Just for fun: To Kill 

a Mocking Bird (Harper Lee), Toujour 

Provence (Peter Mayle), and There are No 

Ghosts in the Soviet Union (Reginald Hill). 

More seriously: Great Questions of Canada (edited by 

Rudyard Griffiths), eight, provocative, key questions by social 

commentators, policy makers, and scholars. And just for fun – 

Dadaism (Dietmar Elger). I hope you are looking forward to 

summer too. 

... More Summer Reading             


